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Diary for January and February 
Sunday Worship 

7.30am Mass Live Online  
www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk/worship/sunday-mass-live-stream/ 

 

9.30am Parish Mass at Castlethorpe 
11.15am Parish Mass at Hanslope 

Mid-Week Worship 
Wednesday 5.00pm – Mass at Castlethorpe (tbc)  

Thursday 9.30am – Mass at Hanslope  
Daily 6.00pm - Shrine Prayers live from Walsingham  

except on Saturdays when it is 5.00pm  
 

Diary for January 
Fri   6 Epiphany – 7.00pm Procession & Solemn Sung Mass at Hanslope 
Sat  7 Rosary Group – 4.30pm – The Vicarage 
Sun 8 Baptism of the Lord – Service times as above  
 Sunday School – 9.30am Castlethorpe; 11.15am at Hanslope 
 Walk for Health – 2.00pm – Depart Hanslope Church 
Mon  9 Little Angels – 9.30am – Hanslope Church 
     Following the Silence – 5.30pm – 9 Castlethorpe Road, Hanslope  
Wed 11 Said Mass – 5.00pm – Castlethorpe (tbc) 
Thu  12 Said Mass – 9.30am – Hanslope Church 
 Funeral – 12 noon Iris Bentley – Hanslope Church 
 Choir Practice – 6.00pm - Hanslope 
Fri  13 Warm Space – 10.30am to 2.30pm – Community Hub, Hanslope  
 Funeral – 12 noon – Terry Jones - Hanslope Church 
 Inspire Youth Group – 3.30pm to 5.30pm – Hanslope Church 
Sun 15 2nd Sunday – Service times as above 
 Sunday School – 9.30am Castlethorpe; 11.15am at Hanslope  
Mon 16 Little Angels – 9.30am – Hanslope Church  
 Following the Silence – 5.30pm – 9 Castlethorpe Road, Hanslope 
Wed 18 Said Mass – 5.00pm – Castlethorpe (tbc) 
Thu  19 Said Mass – 9.30am – Hanslope Church 
 Community Lunch – 12.30pm – Hanslope Church 
 Choir Practice – 6.00pm - Hanslope 
Fri 20 Warm Space – 10.30am to 2.30pm – Community Hub, Hanslope  
 Inspire Youth Group – 3.30pm to 5.30pm – Hanslope Church 
Sat  21 Coffee Morning – 10.00am to 12 noon – Castlethorpe Church 
Sun 22 3rd Sunday – Service times as above 
 Sunday School – 9.30am Castlethorpe; 11.15am at Hanslope 
 Sunday School Christmas Party – 3.00pm Hanslope Church 
Mon 23 Little Angels – 9.30am – Hanslope Church  
 Following the Silence – 5.30pm – 9 Castlethorpe Road, Hanslope 
Tue  24  Burial of Ashes – 2.30pm – Norman Scripps - Hanslope Church 
Wed 25 Joint Carers and Cancer Support Meeting – 12.15pm – The Club, Hanslope 
 Mass for Wholeness and Healing – 7.30pm – Hanslope Church  
 (no 5.00pm service) 
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Thu 26 Said Mass – 9.30am – Hanslope Church 
 Choir Practice – 6.00pm – Hanslope 
Fri   27 Warm Space – 10.30am to 2.30pm – Community Hub, Hanslope  
 Inspire Youth Group – 3.30pm to 5.30pm – Hanslope Church 
Sat  28 Winter Coffee morning – 10.00am to 12 noon – Hanslope Church 
Sun 29 4th Sunday – Service times as above  
 Sunday School – 9.30am at Castlethorpe; 11.15am at Hanslope 
Mon 30 Little Angels – 9.30am – Hanslope Church  
 Following the Silence – 5.30pm – 9 Castlethorpe Road, Hanslope 
 
February 
Wed 1 The Feast of Candlemass – Solemn Sung Mass and Procession – 7.00pm 
 Hanslope Church followed by drinks and nibbles (no 5.00pm service) 
Thu  2 Consecration of Fr Paul Thomas as Bishop at Canterbury Cathedral 10.30am 
Fri    3 Warm Space – 10.30am to 2.30pm – Community Hub, Hanslope  
 Inspire Youth Group – 3.30pm to 5.30pm – Hanslope Church 
Sat   4 Rosary Group – 4.30pm – The Vicarage, Hanslope 
Sun  5 5th Sunday – Service times as above  
 Sunday School – 9.30am Castlethorpe; 11.15am at Hanslope 
 Bishop Paul will visit the benefice during the afternoon, details to be 

announced 
Mon  6 Little Angels – 9.30am – Hanslope Church  
 Teatime Treats – 2.00pm to 4.00pm – Lincoln Court  
 Following the Silence – 5.30pm – 9 Castlethorpe Road, Hanslope 
Wed  8 Said Mass – 5.00pm – Castlethorpe (tbc) 
Thu   9 Said Mass – 9.30am – Hanslope Church 
 Choir Practice – 6.00pm - Hanslope 
Fri  10 Warm Space – 10.30am to 2.30pm – Community Hub, Hanslope 
 Inspire Youth Group – 3.30pm to 5.30pm – Hanslope Church 
Sat 11 Coffee morning – 10.00am to 12noon – Castlethorpe Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosary Group 
4.30pm Saturday 

7th February  

 
 At the Vicarage  

Dates for your Diary 
 

Candlemass 1st February 
Ash Wednesday 
22nd February 
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From The 
Vicarage 

 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Firstly, may I take this opportunity of thanking everyone who has sent cards, 
gifts or electronic festive greetings. We are always delighted to receive these.  
 

Christmas in Church only happens because of a huge amount of, sometimes 
unseen, creativity, commitment and hard work. Our musicians sang their hearts 
out, our florists decorated the churches beautifully, services were set up for, 
and rotas of people read and prayed and welcomed people and servers served 
at the altar. Behind the scenes rehearsals took place, service booklets were 
created, printed and stapled, and much tidying up took place – not least at 
Castlethorpe where there was a huge effort required to move us from building 
site to worship space. Others unlocked and locked up again, ensured the 
heating was on, and kept an eye that everything that needed to be done was 
done. A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved. 
 

This was a regathering Christmas. Our first ‘proper’ Christmas in church since 
2019. There’s a sense in which we are rebuilding from scratch again after such 
an hiatus. Whilst the numbers attending weren’t quite the heights of five years 
ago, say, nevertheless in excess of 550 people attended our Christmas worship, 
a not unimpressive figure, rather more than I had anticipated, indeed we ran 
out of service booklets at one service! And amongst them were many who had 
not worshipped in the two churches before. Much to give thanks for after the 
events of recent years. 
 

Christmas continues, Epiphany on January 6th, The Baptism of the Lord on 
January 8th and Candlemas completing the forty day period of the season, 
culminating as it does this year with the consecration of our new Bishop.  
 

Much to look forward to! 
Fr Gary 
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    OUR CHURCHES’  
              NEWS 
 
 

 
 

News from the Community Lunch Team: The Christmas Community 
Lunch was well attended and enjoyed raising £204 for the First Responder and Ukraine. 
 

Teatime Treats: Our Christmas party, held at The Club, was very well attended. 
 

A Christmastide Greeting 
from the Bishop Designate 

 
Friends, the Church invites us this Christmas to 
ponder anew and to respond afresh to the mystery 
of our redemption in Christ. Robed in our human 
nature and sharing our life to the uttermost, God is 
born in our flesh, born of a most pure virgin, and all 
the angel hosts sing, ‘Gloria in excelsis!’ 
 

 

The sweetness of the Virgin’s lullaby and the harmony of the angelic choirs, 
stand in stark contrast to the cacophonies that characterize worldly affairs. We 
are - all of us - assailed by competing and ever more aggressive voices asserting 
the supremacy of this or that ideology, this or that social theory; the clamour 
that ascends continually. And these voices would drown out everything else if 
we but let them. The preoccupations of our time would totally absorb us and 
take us a great distance away from the Manger of the Incarnation. But God is 
saying, ‘Come and see; I am here’. Our reply must be, ‘Let us go even to 
Bethlehem’. Let nothing hold you back; let nothing of the world distract you, or 
draw you away; let nothing drown out God’s royal summons to his rude cattle 
trough. Be singular in your hunger to find him; seek out the Manger-Throne of 
Christ, and in silent wonder gaze upon your salvation there. For the Catholic 
Faith is not an idea, a movement, or a philosophy, but an event – the 
incarnation – and a person, the Divine Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
 

 



 7 

Across the See of Oswestry tonight and tomorrow morning, as we keep the 
Christmas Feast, each altar becomes a Bethlehem, each altar is a place where 
the incarnate Saviour deigns to dwell again in his very body and his very blood, 
to nourish you with his very presence to make you holy; for it is through the 
Eucharistic Miracle that the incarnate Lord makes himself present again, and 
again, and again – continually present – until he comes again. 
 

May you be renewed in wonder at God’s stooping down to us in Christ at the 
first Christmas, and may you be renewed in wonder that he stoops down still, 
that he continues his holy incarnation among his people, at the hands of his 
priests, through his Sacred Liturgy, in his Most Holy Sacrament. With the 
urgency of a shepherd and an angel’s joy, hurry to meet him there. 
 

A blessed Christmas Season to you all.                 Fr Paul 
 
 
 

HM The King’s Christmas Message 
 

I am standing here in this exquisite Chapel of St 
George at Windsor Castle, so close to where 
my beloved mother, the late Queen, is laid to 
rest with my dear Father. 
 

I am reminded of the deeply touching letters, 
cards and messages which so many of you have 
sent my wife and myself and I cannot thank 
you enough for the love and sympathy you 
have shown our whole family. Christmas is a 
particularly poignant time for all of us who have lost loved ones. We feel their 
absence at every familiar turn of the season and remember them in each 
cherished tradition. 
 

In the much-loved carol O Little Town Of Bethlehem we sing of how 'in thy 
dark streets shineth the everlasting light'. My mother's belief in the power of 
that light was an essential part of her faith in God, but also her faith in people 
and it is one which I share with my whole heart. It is a belief in the 
extraordinary ability of each person to touch, with goodness and compassion, 
the lives of others, and to shine a light in the world around them. 
 

This is the essence of our community and the very foundation of our society. 
We see it in the selfless dedication of our Armed Forces and Emergency 
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Services who work tirelessly to keep us all safe, and who performed so 
magnificently as we mourned the passing of our late Queen. We see it in our 
health and social care professionals, our teachers and indeed all those 
working in public service, whose skill and commitment are at the heart of our 
communities. 
 

And at this time of great anxiety and hardship, be it for those around the 
world facing conflict, famine or natural disaster, or for those at home finding 
ways to pay their bills and keep their families fed and warm, we see it in the 
humanity of people throughout our nations and the Commonwealth who so 
readily respond to the plight of others. 
 

I particularly want to pay tribute to all those wonderfully kind people who so 
generously give food or donations, or that most precious commodity of all, 
their time, to support those around them in greatest need, together with the 
many charitable organizations which do such extraordinary work in the most 
difficult circumstances. 
 

Our churches, synagogues, mosques, temples and gurdwaras, have once again 
united in feeding the hungry, providing love and support throughout the year. 
Such heartfelt solidarity is the most inspiring expression of loving our 
neighbour as our self. The Prince and Princess of Wales recently visited Wales, 
shining a light on practical examples of this community spirit. 
 

Some years ago, I was able to fulfil a life-long wish to visit Bethlehem and the 
Church of the Nativity. There, I went down into the Chapel of the Manger and 
stood in silent reverence by the Silver Star that is inlaid on the floor and marks 
the place of our Lord Jesus Christ's birth. It meant more to me than I can 
possibly express to stand on that spot where, as the Bible tells us, 'The light that 
has come into the world' was born. 
 

While Christmas is, of course, a Christian celebration, the power of light 
overcoming darkness is celebrated across the boundaries of faith and belief. 
So, whatever faith you have, or whether you have none, it is in this life-giving 
light, and with the true humility that lies in our service to others, that I believe 
we can find hope for the future. Let us therefore celebrate it together, and 
cherish it always. 
 

With all my heart, I wish each of you a Christmas of peace, happiness and 
everlasting light.   

Charles R,    Christmas Day 2022 
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FOR YOUR DIARIES… 
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Joint Parish Celebrations coming up. 
The layout of the church at Hanslope makes it an ideal space for the joint parish 
celebration for Candlemas (Wednesday 1st February). Candlemas marks the end of the 
forty-day Christmas Season, when, in candlelight, we remember Christ as the light of the 
world. We take a last look back at Jesus in the manger before turning our attentions to 
the events of Lent and Easter. 
 
Next Community Lunch Thursday 19th January at 12.30pm 
Everyone is welcome to come along – there is no fixed charge – just a donation to cover 
costs. 
 
Walks for Health Sunday 8th January   
Look out for posters nearer the time with details of 
the walk which will depart from Hanslope Church at 
2.00pm, followed by tea and cake in church 
afterwards. For more details please speak to Georgia 
and Mark Jelley. 

 

Teatime Treats Monday 6th February  
  Join us for the usual fun games and tea and cake. The group    
meets monthly on the 1st Monday of the month from 2.00pm 
to 4.00pm at Lincoln Court. 
 
Contact Ann Ellis 01908 511435 for information and help 
with transport. 

 
 
  

Save the date! 
St James and SS Simon and Jude Castlethorpe are joining forces 
for our annual post-Christmas party for our children and families 
on Sunday 22nd January 2023 at 3.00pm to 5.30pm.  
 

 
 

Come join us for food, games and festive fun 
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News from  
HANSLOPE 

 
A Shepherds’ Delight a 
Nativity  
Indeed it was!  After only a few rehearsals and 
last minute cast changes, thanks Jacob 
Glanville, you star, our spectacular adorned 
church was filled with expectant faces as our 
wonderful children took to the platform.  

 

Our performers 
told this wondrous 
story with song and magic as they presented the Christ 
child held high above the manger.  
 

Well done everyone involved and thanks to my amazing 
team of adults who worked wonders behind the scenes, 
including fixing Herod’s crown after he’d sat on it just 
before his entrance, for example.  
 

My Christmas truly begins as I witness its true meaning in 
front of me in our beautiful church.  

    Blessings one and all, Wendy Thomson 
 
“I loved seeing my children 
performing together with such 
confidence despite the nerves. They 
were both amazing as was the whole 
cast. Perfect way to start Christmas!” 
Amy West 
 

 “we loved taking part in the nativity 
because all the children and helpers 
were so nice. Everyone did a great job 
and it made us feel happy. We want 
to do it again next year”.   
Millie and Evie Clubb 
 
 

I loved the bit with the horse and donkey because it was really funny. Vincent West 
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The St James’ Holy Family had a great 
time travelling around Hanslope during Advent. 
They enjoyed it as much as the young people who 
looked after them!  

 

 

They went to Little Angels, 
Hanslope Primary School and 
Pre-School, with some families 
hosting them for the first time!  

 

 
With thanks to the 
late Brenda Thorley, 
Angela Bowen, Sue 
Collett and Glenn 
Shipton for making 
this possible.  
 

 

 

Maria Ecclestone, 
PA to the Holy 
Family 2022 - 
#ADVENT  
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LITTLE ANGELS  Mondays (term time 9.00am – 11am in church). 
Come and join our friendly informal and supportive stay-and-play group for 
babies and pre-school aged children.  
For more information, please contact Jan Shipton on 01908 510613 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL (11.15am during term time). 

Lessons are based on a bible story explored over 
three weeks. We use storytelling and drama, songs 
and instruments, and fun craft activities to make the 
Bible come alive. 
   Every 4th Sunday we have the opportunity to share 
what we’ve been doing with the congregation and 
display our work on the board in church. 
For more details please call Wendy Thomson on 
07745 567800 
 

 
INSPIRE YOUTH GROUP 
Our group for ages 11 to 18 meets every Friday (term time) at 3.30pm to 
5.30pm at St James for games, Bible teaching and discussion and time to catch 
up with each other. We also make sure to fuel our hungry teenagers with plenty 
of snacks and drinks! 
 

For more information please contact Fr Adam on 01908 510336 
 
MK BRASS RETURN 
It was an absolute delight to welcome MK Brass back to St James Church 
alongside Hanslope School Choir on 3rd December.  

 
The concert was 
enjoyed by an 
audience of around 
200 people and raised 
over £1000 to be 
shared between the 
Band, the Church and 
Willen Hospice. 
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FOR YOUR DIARIES… 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 2022 LETTER from  
BISHOP MATTHIAS K. MEDADUES-BADOHU, 

Diocese of Ho 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

THE LITTLE DRUMMER BOY 
 
Since Christmas 2021, it has been our hope that the year 2022 will 
bring us some joy after going through devastating years of Covid-19 

that destroyed the livelihood and businesses of many. However, this year has been the 
most challenging year one can recall in the past two decades or more. 
 

Our dear country’s economy has got to a point one wonders if there is any hope of 
survival. Many churches have gone down over 50% in membership, thus making it 
difficult for them to meet the ever-rising cost of running them. You meet members of 
the congregations you have not seen in church for a long time and ask why? The 
answer is often the same: “Because of financial difficulties, I go to the School Park 
behind my house, together with others. For prayers, to enable us be in tune with God. I 
do not have money to make any contribution in Church”. 
 

The depreciation of the Cedi against all currencies, and the sky-rocketing cost of fuel 
have affected everything one can ever think of, resulting in the breakdown of long-
lasting relationships and even marriages. And now comes Christmas without any joys 
but unhappiness and sorrow. 
 

In the midst of all these, God has never left us. He is our God Emmanuel who lifts us 
up from bed every day, grants us good health, protects us on all our journeys far and 
near and brings us home safely. What gift can we offer Him this Christmas for all His 
love and mercies towards us every day? 
  
Like the lyrics in the song entitled ‘The Little Drummer Boy’ the singer relates that, as 
a poor young boy, he was summoned by the Magi to the Nativity of Jesus. Without a 
gift for the Infant, the little drummer boy played his drum with approval from Jesus’s 
mother, Mary, recalling, “I played my best for him” and “He smiled at me”.  
 

Jesus in the poor, the homeless and those in need will ‘smile at you’ this Christmas if, 
despite the challenges we go through, we look out for them and ‘Play our Drums’ the 
best we can that they may also ‘smile at us’.  On behalf of ‘Mother’ Lucy, our children 
and the rest of the family, I wish you a very blessed and Happy Christmas, with the 
hope that the Birth of Christ may invigorate our wailing spirits that we may leap up for 
joy that ‘God is with us’. 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU.       

✝ Matthias Ho 
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TO DONATE TO HO 
 

You can still pick up a HO HO HO Advent Appeal 
collection box from either church for your small (and 

not so small) change.  
 

The Appeal doesn’t close until Shrove Tuesday 21st 
February. 

 
Also, you can donate online at St James Church 
website or see QR Code at the end of the link 

 
This can also be gift-aided.  
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News from  
CASTLETHORPE 

 
CASTLETHORPE RENOVATIONS – UPDATE 
We are so pleased with our beautifully renovated church! Those of you who 
came to our Christmas services will have seen the amazing transformation – we 
now have a bright, clean and spacious church with freshly restored and painted 
walls, new carpets and beeswaxed roof timbers and doors. We also have, 
finally, new radiators that not only keep us warm but blend into the fabric of 
the church. Well done to those who braved the three services we held before 
the heaters were installed, in the coldest December for years! 
 

If you have yet to see our renovations, please come along to admire the above 
changes plus our well-equipped kitchen, the disability-friendly bathroom, the 
small but perfectly formed vestry and the ramp leading to this area. As 
someone said, it’s still our church but is now welcoming and fit for purpose. 
 

The final phase is the renovation of our 1670s Tyrrill memorial next to the 
altar. This will involve carefully dismantling, cleaning, repairing and rebuilding 
the monument to avoid it collapsing on one of our priests while they lead 
communion! This work starts on 3rd  January and will take 10 – 12 weeks. The 
chancel will be blocked off during this time, but the church will remain open 
for services and other activities. We plan to celebrate the completion of all this 
work during Eastertide.  
 

Our vision is for both church goers and the wider community to benefit from 
our renovations. Our existing activities will resume in much more comfortable 
surroundings but do look out for announcements about new events being held. 
Meanwhile, if you would like to contribute to the balance of funds we need, 
please contact any of us on the PCC. 
 
 Michael O’Shea  Judi Leon         Trish Kempson  
 07957 432430        07533 773023        07584 188112 
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CAROL SERVICE AT  
ST SIMON & JUDE 

 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

A wonderful return to 
the Castlethorpe Church 
for a very well attended 
and uplifting service.  

  

 
 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 930am during term time 
 
We get together each week to explore 
the Bible and church life through 
stories and fun craft activities. 
 
Our aim is to introduce children to the 
Bible stories and chat about the “story 
behind the story”. We join the rest of 
the congregation to take part in the 
Eucharist and to share what we’ve been 
learning.  
 
For more details, please contact Melissa King on 07525 6668446 
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MY HEART’S DELIGHT CONCERT 
 

Some 80 people braved the snow and freezing temperatures in support of a 
concert put on by Justin Lavender to raise funds for the Restoration Appeal for 
Ss Simon and Jude Church held in St James. We were royally treated to a 
cornucopia of sublime music covering many genres from Grand Opera to 
Gilbert & Sullivan, Noel Coward and Festive music. 
 

Justin and Louise are well known to many of us, and they were complemented 
by Katherine Bluementhall whose beautiful voice filled the Church to the 
rafters. Every piece they sung was full of quality and the rapport between Justin 
and Louise was very apparent in the numbers they sang together. Geoff Clarke 
has been accompanying Louise for many years and indeed played his full part 
in setting the mood and tempo on the night. 
 

We are greatly indebted to them all of them for a thoroughly enjoyable evening 
and for the generous giving of their time and talents for the benefit of our 
Church. 
 

The amount raised on the night was circa £1,200. 
Stewart Tate 

 
WREATH MAKING NIGHT  

 
This was held on Saturday 10th December in the Castlethorpe village hall.  A 
very enjoyable and productive evening had by all – as you can see from these 
wonderful wreaths. 
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Bless This House – Epiphany Chalk  
The blessing and distribution of chalk with which houses are marked with a special 
logo commemorating the visit of the Magi is a Christian custom that seems to have 
originated in and spread from Central Europe at the end of the Middle Ages. It is 
hugely common in Austria, Switzerland and Germany and many other western 
European countries and is more common now in the UK too.  
 

On or near the feast of the Epiphany, and conveniently close to the beginning of a New 
Year, the tradition has been to ask God’s blessing on homes and mark the door post or 
lintel with chalks that have been blessed for that purpose. The doors are chalked with 
the names or initials of the three Magi, and the numerals of the New Year, connected 
with a series of crosses. The initials C, M, and B commemorate the Magi, Caspar, 
Melchior, and Balthasar, but also stand for the Latin prayer-request Christus 
Mansionem Benedicat: “May Christ bless this house.” In this way, the door of a house 
would be marked for 2023 as follows: 20+C+M+B+23.  
 

This domestic ritual can be performed as a family gathers together around the main 
entrance of a house, and a senior member of the household does the chalking, or you 
could invite Fr Adam or Fr Gary to join you, with appropriate words: that “as the three 
Wise Men followed the star of God’s Son who became man, may Christ bless our 
home and remain with us through the New Year.”  
 

This Epiphany ceremony is a simple but meaningful act of witness which symbolises 
Christian willingness to offer hospitality and shelter to the Magi on their journey to 
Bethlehem, and also, by extension in today’s world, to welcome all and sundry who 
love or are seeking the Lord’s Christ.  
 

As a valuable link between church and home and family, this old custom deserves to be 
better known in this country. It is, moreover, a constant reminder that Christ is 
incarnate in the love and care 
we show each other in our 
ordinary lives together, and 
also our relationship with 
friends and strangers who 
cross the threshold of our 
homes in the course of the 
year.  
 

Chalk will be blessed at the 
Epiphany Mass on Friday 

6th January at 7.00pm and 
you can take chalk and a 
prayer card, for use at 
home, away with you.  

     Fr Gary  
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CASTLETHORPE FOR YOUR DIARIES…   

 Castlethorpe Coffee Mornings 

 

Coming back on 

Saturday 21st January 
IN THE CHURCH 
10.00am – 12 noon 

 
*** We will open our new kitchen *** 
(maybe even a celebrity to cut the ribbon -  

does anyone know anyone famous??) 
 

Come see our new facilities and enjoy the renovations. 
 

 
Jan Bance 07541 413970 
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FROM THE METHODISTS … 
 

From fences to bridges ... 
 
This year it will be 30 years since the murder of the 
young black teenager, Stephen Lawrence while 
waiting for a bus in the streets of our capital city, and 
the events that led to the Inquiry chaired by Sir 
William Macpherson revealing the extent of racism 
within UK establishments. Stephen’s death shocked 
the nation and many hoped this was a turning point 
yet in 2020 George Floyd was murdered by a police 
officer in Minneapolis causing worldwide outrage 
and sparking the Black Lives Matter movement. 

There was a sense that the global wave of solidarity that brought people out onto the 
streets during a pandemic would make it impossible to ignore the deadly consequences 
of institutional racism and the power imbalances that deny human dignity. 
 

The Black Lives Matter movement has certainly proved to be a catalyst for 
uncomfortable yet necessary conversations, shaking the complacency that allowed 
racism and xenophobia to slip down the agendas of political and civic leaders alike. It 
has also questioned their reliance on legislation to protect people’s rights and 
challenged the failure to invest in the deeper work of examining the quality of our 
relationships in society, the attitudes that shape them and the language that defines 
them. 
 

Yet with each passing year we see continued evidence that, across the world, the 
powerful institutions of the state continue to treat people differently based on race, 
ethnicity and other facets of identity that are protected in legislation. Those who live in 
fear are still waiting for their watershed moment. 
 

Despite the heightened awareness of the nature and consequences of racism in the wake 
of the Black Lives Matter movement there is a persistent resistance to dialogue about 
issues of power and privilege, exclusion and alienation in society. Christians bring to 
this dialogue the biblical vision of reconciliation grounded in mercy and faithfulness, 
justice and peace, from which we draw hope for the healing of relationships. 
 

In the first book of the Bible, we are told that we are made in the image of God, not just 
individually but corporately. All of humanity, people of all ethnicities, cultures, 
languages and religions, together represent the image of the Creator. This means that to 
deny that image in any one race, indeed in any one person, is to reject God’s presence 
in the whole of humanity. 
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As society becomes more indifferent to the needs of others, Christians, as the children 
of God, must learn to take up the cause of our oppressed siblings by speaking truth to 
power and if necessary, plead their case so that they may live in peace with justice. 
This month sees the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity that begins on the 18th January 
and it’s true that the historic search for unity has proved challenging between 
denominations holding apparently opposing viewpoints. In spite of doctrinal 
differences Christians can celebrate God who made each person in God’s own image. 
Across the world there are stories of Christians working together to promote racial 
justice across all levels of society bringing hope that is inspiring and changing lives for 
the better.  
 

This year’s theme, ‘Be-Longing: Praying for Unity amidst injustice’ is offered by the 
churches of Minneapolis. It seeks to explore how the work of Christian unity can 
contribute to the promotion of racial justice across all levels of society. People may be 
divided by doctrine but a passion for justice is bringing people together. This is the 
message of this year’s Week of Prayer for Christian unity.  I hope that its underlying 
lessons about the desire for justice, honest speaking, human dignity and generosity 
towards those in need may guide all of us, whether religious or not to contribute to a 
society where everyone feels valued and everyone can participate fully.   
 

We will be holding our annual service of prayer and reflection on Tuesday 17th January 
at 11 am at the Methodist Chapel, so why not pop into the Coffee Shop for a coffee and 
join us. You would be very welcome!   
Inviting God, help us to see that every person has a place in your presence.  
Forgive us when we try to limit our friendships to people who look like us, act like us 
and behave like us.  
 

Through your Holy and transforming Spirit, move us from exclusion to inclusion, from 
formulators of fences to builders of bridges, from indifference to all encompassing 
love. 
 

 In the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

May God bless you!     Rev’d Nicola Martyn-Beck  
Minister of Hanslope Methodist Chapel  

  

Hanslope Methodist Church Services  
           All services are to be held at 10.30am. 

    Jan      
    1  Revd Nicola Martyn-Beck – Holy Communion 
   8  Revd Nicola Vidamour 
 15  Mrs Elaine Warner 
 22  Revd Peter Dudeney 
 29  Revd Stephanie Hibberd  
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Bob’s Ramblings January 2023 

Hello to you all and may I wish you a Happy, Prosperous and Healthy New Year. 
  

The very cold snap we had in December has finally killed off all our bedding plants 
so the garden looks very bear apart from the evergreens now. 
Although it was very cold, it was bright, clear and with the occasional sun made for 
some very pleasant days. 

The local sports teams played through the World Cup matches but alas MK 
Dons are still in the bottom four, The Saints have been well beaten by the 
teams in the European Cup games, but a ray of sunshine is Northampton 
Town still holding their 3rd Place in Division 2. 
 

The Railway scene 
has been affected by 
the Strikes with 
many services 
either cancelled or 
retimed, however, I 
have shot some of 

the unusual workings. Let us start with 
D8096/D8106 
running light 
through 
Roade, on a 
Eastleigh-
Crewe 
working on the 7th of Dec. 44871 on a Southall 

to Carnforth working with its support coach in tow on the 8th of Dec. Then a 
Ex SR Light Pacific, 34067 Tangmere again on a Southall to Carnforth trip on 
the 20th of Dec. A rake of MK3 intercity coaches being towed by 47593 on 

the 22nd of 
Dec. 46233 
Duchess of 
Sutherland 
pausing at 
Kettering 
with 37668 on the front. Finally, seven EMD 

Type 5 Diesel locos coupled together working a Wembley to Crewe on the 
24th of Dec, leading was 66540 – 66507- 59203 -66572 -59104 -59204 -59202.  
 

I hope you like the images, all being well, some more next month       Bob. 
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In Remembrance of 

 
 

18th November Memorial Service at St. James the Great 
Peter John Boss  
Died 20th October 2022 aged 76years 
 

25th November Burial of Ashes at Ss. Simon and Jude 
Edith Audrey Hull  
Died 10th May 2021 aged 96 years 
 

14th December Funeral Service at St. James the Great 
Yvonne Blanche Luck  
Died 9th November 2022 aged 76 years 
 

14th December Burial of ashes at St. James the Great 
Graham Coleman  
Died 11th November 2022 aged 41 years 
 

15th December Funeral Service at Ss. Simon and Jude 
Sylvia Glenys King  
Died 27th October 2022 aged 81 years  
 
 

Glenys King: An Appreciation 
 

In October 2022 we lost one of the Church 
at Castlethorpe’s great stalwarts at the 
age of 81. Her funeral was delayed until the 
(near…) completion of the redevelopment 
project so that it could take place in her 
beloved Ss Simon & Jude. Fr Gary preached 
at her Requiem Mass. 
 

 In the name of the + Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Sylvia Glenys King, Glenys most of the time, 
Sylvia if you were looking for her in hospital, 

or, to borrow one of her well-worn little sayings, “Call me anything you like, but don’t 
call me late for bed” 
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One day I said to Glenys, “what does that actually mean?”, “Well, you know”, she said. 
“Actually I don’t Glenys, that’s why I am asking”  Glenys turned and looked at Albert, who 
in turn just smirked, wordlessly, in one of those ‘See what I’ve had to put up with all these 
years’ sorts of ways’ that he had long since perfected, “It is just one of those sayings,” said 
Glenys. 
 

Words of course, it might be fair to say have come quite easily to Glenys, as we all know, 
it might even, dare I say it, be hereditary, for Glenys loved to talk. Or to borrow Alb’s 
word for it, she loved “chopsing”. 
 

And if she wasn’t chopsing, she was laughing, albeit always with you, and never at you, 
if there was a funny side to see, Glenys would see it. She was a very uplifting personality, 
not something she tried to do, it is just who and what she was. If you were having a bad 
day, or life was tough, Glenys always made you feel better about yourself or about the 
world in general.  
 

Glenys was one for counting her blessings, there was, as she frequently reminded us, 
“always them worse off than we are”, usually preceded by a “You know what I’ve always 
said Fr Gary” or followed by “well that’s what I say” or “my Mother always used to say, 
and I’m sticking to it”. 
Glenys returned to regular weekly worship here at Ss Simon and Jude at about the time 
I arrived here, nearly 20 years ago now, albeit she has been part of the worshipping 
community over many decades.  
 

For the greater part of my time here Glenys gave a huge amount of time to church life, 
not least when she succeeded the late Joan Marks as our lead verger and sacristan. 
Glenys faithfully set up the altar for Mass on weekdays as well as on Sundays and was 
on hand at scores of weddings and funerals too, unlocking, taking the collection, tidying 
up afterwards and locking up.  
 

Nothing was ever too much trouble and she would do anything she could to be of 
assistance. She knew things needed to be just right, and she knew too that supporting 
her clergy was something important she could contribute too, and I was incredibly 
grateful for her commitment, her dedication and her faithfulness. 
 

And she was kind too, and her interest in people was genuine. I well remember that 
fateful Sunday morning when I keeled over mid sermon and prostrated myself on the 
floor at the foot of the pulpit steps. Whilst most of the congregation were momentarily 
stunned, it was Glenys seated in the back row, who made it to my side first. Glenys was one 
of life’s do-ers. 
 

She loved this building, she loved being here on her own getting on with jobs, thinking 
about the many people and events that she had encountered here, and the people who 
had long since gone before us. At Alfie’s baptism here no fewer than five generations 
of the family were present. Indeed, we delayed the funeral until the scaffolding had 
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come down and the paint had dried, for just that reason, she genuinely loved this 
church and we couldn’t imagine it taking place anywhere else, and it seems entirely 
appropriate that our very first service back inside the building is this funeral today, for 
one of our church’s great servants.  
 

There’s a wonderful wedding photograph of them too both stood outside the church door 
here all those years ago when the inimitable, if somewhat organisationally challenged,  
David Wingate was Vicar. But Glenys I said, your marriage certificate says you were 
married at St James. Glenys thought I was winding her up, but no, the certificate does 
indeed have St James written on it, as quick as a flash Alb piped up “does that mean it’s not 
valid?” “It’s only a certified copy Alb,” I said, so no, you can’t get out of it now”. 
 

That said, Glenys was easy to wind up, and was always content to let you too, in fact 
you could be really very outrageous, and she would only ever laugh all the louder, like 
the occasion I was taking photos with my iPad at the annual Vicarage Barbecue. This is 
a nice one of you I said, showing her, that will be perfect for your funeral order of service 
booklet! There aren’t many older people you could risk saying that too, but she laughed 
so much she nearly fell off her chair. And quite by chance, and without Melissa and Val, 
I think, knowing that story, that very photograph, is indeed on the front of today’s Order 
of Service.  
 

Just take a look at it. It is Glenys in a nutshell, relaxed, happy in her own skin, that 
twinkle in her eye. We are bereft. As a result of Glenys’ long term decline in health, we 
have been bereft for quite some time already.   
 

Late yesterday afternoon Glenys was brought back to church and spent her last night 
resting here in God’s House. Her regular encounter with the Lord in prayer, in word and 
in sacrament had been a hugely important part of her life. The Easter Candle burns as 
a reminder of the Christian hope of resurrection and eternal life that had been so 
transforming for Glenys, and her funeral takes place in the Church’s holy season of 
Advent, itself a season of hope and expectation. 
 

And so I greet you as a fellow mourner. Grief for us all at her passing, yes, for she was 
quite simply, a bit of a one-off, but joy and thankfulness in our hearts too for all that 
she was, and all that she did.  
 

And so we offer our thankfulness and our gratitude in the context of this Holy Eucharist, 
a Greek word which means thanksgiving, and we offer Glenys back to the Lord, who 
gave her to us, in the first place, and pray for her as she takes her place, surely, with the 
angels, the archangels and the whole company of heaven,  
 
Rest eternal grant unto Glenys O Lord And let light perpetual shine upon her 
 
In the name of the + Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
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Daily Bible Reading Scheme – January 2023 
 
9-Jan-23 Heb 1:1-6 Mark 1:14-20 
10-Jan-23 Heb 2:5-12 Mark 1:21-28 
11-Jan-23 Heb 2:14-18 Mark 1:29-39 
12-Jan-23 Heb 3:7-14 Mark 1:40-45 
13-Jan-23 Heb 4:1-5, 11 Mark 2:1-12 
14-Jan-23 Heb 4:12-16 Mark 2:13-17 
16-Jan-23 Heb 5:1-10 Mark 2:18-22 
17-Jan-23 Heb 6:10-20 Mark 2:23-28 
18-Jan-23 Heb 7:1-3, 15-17 Mark 3:1-6 
19-Jan-23 Heb 7:25—8:6 Mark 3:7-12 
20-Jan-23 Heb 8:6-13 Mark 3:13-19 
21-Jan-23 Heb 9:2-3, 11-14 Mark 3:20-21 
23-Jan-23 Heb 9:15, 24-28 Mark 3:22-30 
24-Jan-23 Heb 10:1-10 Mark 3:31-35 
25: Conversion of St. Paul Heb 10:11-18 Mark 4:1-20 
26: Ss. Timothy & Titus Heb 10:19-25 Mark 4:21-25 
27-Jan-23 Heb 10:32-39 Mark 4:26-34 
28-Jan-23 Heb 11:1-2, 8-19 Mark 4:35-41 
30-Jan-23 Heb 11:32-40 Mark 5:1-20 
31-Jan-23 Heb 12:1-4 Mark 5:21-43 
1-Feb-23 Heb 12:4-7, 11-15 Mark 6:1-6 
2: Candlemas Heb 12:18-19, 21-24 Mark 6:7-13 
3-Feb-23 Heb 13:1-8 Mark 6:14-29 
4-Feb-23 Heb 13:15-17, 20-21 Mark 6:30-34 



 

Donations and Giving 
 
St James the Great 

 
 

This QR Code will link you into the    
St James Church website donations 
page.  It will let someone choose how 
much to give to the different church 
fundraising activities plus some 
suggested amounts. 
  
All donations can be gift-aided 
through our Gift Aid Scheme, Give a 
Little. 
  
 

 
St Simon and St Jude 

 
 
This QR Code will link you into the      
St Simon and St Jude Church website 
donations page.  It will let someone 
choose how much to give to the 
different church fundraising activities 
plus some suggested amounts. 
  
All donations can be gift-aided 
through our Gift Aid Scheme, Give a 
Little. 
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PERSONNEL ANGLICAN 
WEBSITES:   www.stjameshanslope.org                                                                                           

																												www.castlethorpechurch.org 
PARISH PRIEST: Fr Gary Ecclestone SSC, The Vicarage, Park Rd 

   handc.parish@gmail.com            01908 337936 
 

Assistant Parish Priest: Fr Adam Burnham SSC, 2 Western Drive, Hanslope 
   handc.parish@gmail.com                 01908 510336   

 

Hon. Assistant Priest:    Fr. Robin Carter                       07783 164240 
 

Baptism Coordinator  Sue Collett        07734 772030 
   sue.collett65@btinternet.com 
Children Ministry  Wendy Thomson drwthomson@aol.com 
Funeral Coordinator Glyn Hollinshead   07947 478189   
 
CHURCHWARDENS   
 

Hanslope   Glyn Hollinshead, 1 Warwick Rd, Hanslope          07947 478189 
           Janet Shipton, 69 Hartwell Road, Hanslope         01908 510613 
  

Castlethorpe    Jan Bance, Thrupp Wharf                              07541 413970 
           Nick Fearn, 32 The Chequers                            07790 529454 

——————————————————————————- 
 

PERSONNEL METHODIST 
  
MINISTER  Revd. Nicola Martyn-Beck              01908 614411 
                           nicola.martyn-beck@methodist.org.uk  
WEBSITE:        www.mkmethodist.org.uk 
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