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Diary for July and August 2026 

(Also visit stjameshanslope.org/whats-on) 
 

Worship 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass at Castlethorpe, 9.30am (Sunday School 9.15am during term time) 
Parish Mass at Hanslope, 11.15am (Sunday School 11.15am during term time) 

Evening Prayer at Castlethorpe, 5.00pm (2nd and 4th Sunday) 
 

Weekday Services 

Wednesday Mass at Castlethorpe, 5pm 
Thursday Mass at Hanslope, 9.30am 

Friday Mass at Hanslope, 12noon 
 

Rosary Group 

Every 1st Saturday of the month at The Vicarage 4.30pm 
 

Following the Silence Prayer Group on Mondays 

11 Weavers End, Hanslope, 5.30pm 
 

Shrine Live Stream @walsinghamanglican.org.uk 

Sunday Mass, 8.30am 
 

Weekly Events 

Mondays during term time 
Little Angels – 9.30am to 11.30am 

Fridays 
Hanslope Church open for refreshments and reflection – 10am to 12 noon 

Craftivists and Flower Team – 10am to 12 noon 
 

 Fridays during term time 
Little Lambs - Castlethorpe Church, 2pm – 3pm babies and pre-school age  
Little Lambs - Castlethorpe Church, 3.30pm – 4.30pm school age children 

Inspire Youth Group - Hanslope Church, 4pm – 6pm  
 

July 2026 
Thurs 2nd  Arcadian Opera Orchestral rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 2.30pm 

to 9.30pm  
Choir Rehearsals, Castlethorpe Church – 6pm to 7pm 

 Finding Christ in Music, Applegarth, 21a Castlethorpe Rd 7.30pm 
Sat 4th  Hanslope’s Monthly Coffee Morning – 10am to 12noon 
Sun 5th 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above 

 Arcadian Opera Orchestral rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 1:45pm 
to 6:15pm 
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Mon 6th Teatime treats, Lincoln Court – 2pm to 4pm 
        Arcadian Opera Orchestral rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 2.30pm 

to 9.30pm 
  Tues 7th  Hanslope Standing Committee Meeting, The Vicarage – 4.30pm 

      Hanslope’s Fundraising Meeting, Hanslope Church – 7.30pm 
Wed 8th    Visitation Service (formal church wardens admittance) – 

      St George’s Church, Wolverton – 7.30pm 
   Thurs 9th  Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 

Finding Christ in Music, Applegarth, 21a Castlethorpe Rd- 7.30pm 
Sat 11th      Open Weekend, Tower also open, Hanslope Church – 11am to 4pm 
Sun 12th 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above 

     Open Weekend, Tower also open, Hanslope Church – 2pm to 5pm 
Tues 14th   Castlethorpe’s PCC Meeting, Castlethorpe Church – 7.30pm 
Thurs 16th Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 6pm to 7pm 
Sun 19th    16th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above 
Mon 20th   Cancer Support Group, Hanslope Church – 8pm 
Tues 21st    Hanslope’s PCC Meeting, Hanslope Church – 7.30pm 
Wed 22nd   Carers’ Support Group, Hanslope Church – 10.30am 
Thurs 23rd   Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
Sat 25th       St James the Great Patronal Festival Mass – Joint Service  

      followed by a picnic in the Churchyard, St James the Great 11am 
Sun 26th      17th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above 
Mon 27th    Monday Holiday Club, Hanslope Church – 10am to 12noon 
Wed 29th    Wholeness and Healing Mass, Hanslope Church – 7.30pm 
Thurs 30th   Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
 

August 2026 
Sat 1st         Hanslope’s Monthly Coffee Morning – 10am to 12noon 
Sun 2nd        18th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above  
Mon 3rd       Monday Holiday Club, Hanslope Church – 10am to 12noon 

       Teatime treats, Lincoln Court – 2pm to 4pm 
Thurs 6th      Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
Sun 9th         19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above  
Mon 10th     Monday Holiday Club, Hanslope Church – 10am to 12noon 
Thurs 13th    Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
Fri 14th         Eve of The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Sung Mass, 

Castlethorpe Church – 7.30pm 

Sun 16th  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above  
           Cream Teas for HO, 12 Weavers End – 2.45pm to 5pm 
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Mon 17th        Monday Holiday Club, Hanslope Church – 10am to 12noon 
                        Cancer Support Group, Hanslope Church – 8pm 
Sat 18th         Castlethorpe Coffee morning – 10am-12noon 
Thurs 20th      Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
Sun 23rd         21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above  
Wed 26th       Carers’ Support Group, Hanslope Church – 10.30am 
Thurs 27th      Choir Rehearsals, Hanslope Church – 5.30pm to 7.15pm 
Sun 30th         22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Service times as above  
Mon 31st        Walsingham’s Pilgrimage for Healing and Renewal 
 

St James Church Cleaning (not every week or at exact times) Monday afternoons. 

Any queries, please contact Mary Nokes 01908 33 
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Sunday & Feast Day Readings July & August 2026 
 

July 5th  14th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Green 
Zechariah 9:9-10; Ps 145; Romans 8:9-13; Matthew 11:25-30 
 

July 12th  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Green 
Isaiah 55:10-1; Ps 65; Romans 8:18-23; Matt 13:1-23  
 

July 19th 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Green 
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86;  Romans 8: 26-27; Matt 13:24-43   
 

July 25th    ST JAMES THE GREAT    Red  
Saturday 25th July: Joint Sung Mass at 11.00am followed by Picnic 
Acts 11:27-12:2; Ps 126; 2 Cor 4:7-15; Matt 20: 20-28 
 

July 26th   17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Green 
1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Ps 119; Romans 8:28-30; Matt 13:44-52  
 

August 2nd   18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Green  
Isaiah 55:1-3; Ps 145; Romans 8:35-39; Matt 14:13-21 
 

August 9th  19th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Green  
1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85; Romans 9:1-5; Matt 14:22-33 
 

August 14th    ASSUMPTION of the BL. VIRGIN MARY  White 
Friday 14th August Joint Sung Mass at Castlethorpe at 7.30pm  
Rev 11:19a,12:1-6a; Ps 45; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-56 
 

August 16th   20th Sunday in Ordinary Time   Green  
Isaiah 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67; Romans 11:13-15,29-32; Matt 15:21-28 
 

August 23rd  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   Green 
Isaiah 22:19-23; Ps 138; Romans 11:33-36; Matt 16:13-20 
 

August 30th 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Green  
Jeremiah 20:7-9; Ps 63; Romans 12;1-2; Matt 16:21-27 

From the Editor  - And into high Summer 
 

Another bumper edition this month! So many special events in June. 
See St James the Great and Castlethorpe Parish Church: SS Simon & 
Jude Facebook pages for some lovely photos. 

Yvonne Smyth features in our series of People Who Care 
(p29). After a lifetime of care, she is taking off on some adventures 
which would terrify most! Truly a person of many talents!! And she 
has plans for next year already! 
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From the Vicarage, July & August 2026 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

June has been a really wonderful month across the two 
churches with a number of memorable and enjoyable events 
bringing people together in different ways.  
 

On June 4th we kept the feast of Corpus Christi. Previously we 
have gone out to have a meal afterwards. This year, after a 
splendid Mass, Procession and Benediction, we headed off to the Village Hall, 
and enjoyed a lovely shared meal together masterminded by a small committee 
including Sue Collett, Kathryn Pope and Gillian Glanville. The Village Hall is a 
lovely place for such a gathering, with all the facilities. There was a wonderful 
buffet supper, the circular tables made chatting to others very easy, and it’s 
amazing what difference good table linen and table decorations can make to 
the ambience! 40 of us, of all ages, the most ever, enjoyed a very convivial 
evening indeed. It represented a lot of hard work, but the result made it really 
very worthwhile.  
 

Bishop Paul was with us June 11th for a splendid Mass of Adult Baptism & 
Confirmation. You can read a full account elsewhere in this Link. Around 70 of 
us gathered together from across the two churches and further afield. Mark 
Basson who was confirmed last year saw two of his children, Ivy and Theo, and 
both his parents, Elaine and Dave, being confirmed, and his dad baptized too. 
Ross Alexander was also baptized and confirmed, as well as Geoff Ronnie from 
Castlethorpe’s congregation being confirmed. Both Geoff and Dave & Elaine 
have been brought into church life at the instigation of their sons. Invitation is 
a powerful thing! We have already had multiple expressions of interest in the 
next Confirmation service, which may now have to be in November this year 
rather than in Eastertide next year. This is the sort of problem I do not mind 
having! If you, or one of your children might be interested, do let me know. 
 

The weekend of the 13th and 14th June was very busy indeed. A group of us 
attended the Bishop’s Regional Festival (see article elsewhere) in Birmingham. 
This was a very worthwhile day out and much enjoyed. It might be that we find 
ourselves hosting this next year, more on that later in the year no doubt. The 
following day was Duck Race day at Castlethorpe. The weather was perfect for 
The Duck Race, pleasantly warm but not stifling, and the promised cloud turned 
out to be comfortably warm and very sunny. The Duck Race Committee only 
ask me to do two things, turn up on the day and help, and pray for the weather… 
this year I managed two successful outcomes! There were huge crowds pouring 
in from the start and during my eighty minute stint before heading off to judge 
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the Pimp Your Duck competition, I was selling Ducks at the rate of five per 
minute! There were 2000 cars in the car park (!!). Melissa King even got herself 
on BBC Radio 2’s Sunday morning show with the Revd Kate Bottley. I had lots 
of lovely conversations with people I don’t often see, and some I hadn’t seen in 
years! A huge thank you to the indefatigable Tracey Jones the Duckmeister who 
led the fabulous Committee with great aplomb. It’s the product of ten months 
of work and scores of volunteers, without whom the event would be impossible 
to run. And a huge thank you to Luke Stacey and family, without Luke the fields 
would not be available to us. Castlethorpe’s Church Council members, and 
many others, work like Trojans ahead of this event, with huge amounts of work 
around sponsorship, advertising, risk assessment, insurance, as well as all the 
on-site facilities, stall holders, catering and much (so much) else besides… it will 
be some time before we know what the fundraising total will be, that will be 
announced in due course.  
 

And not to be outdone Yvonne Smyth got herself on Jeremy Vine’s Radio 2 
show two days later, talking about her Morris Minor Convertible, known to us 
all as Miss Rainbow. You may have seen Miss Rainbow at the Duck Race too. 
Yvonne, who isn’t a shrinking violet was raising money for SANDS this month, 
the still birth and neo-natal death charity, undertaking a Wing Walk at Sywell 
Aerodrome on Friday 19th June. If you would like to donate pop a donation in 
envelope to me and I will pass it on.   
 

Then it was Hanslope’s Open Gardens on Saturday 20th June. Another event 
that requires months of planning and preparation – and for which I am asked 
to pray for the weather… twice in a week, what could possibly go wrong? All 
these events raise much needed funds for the two churches, but equally, if not 
more, importantly, they bring people together and build up community. 
 

High Summer brings with it St James’ annual Open Weekend on July 11th and 
12th with the opportunity to climb the tower, and on Saturday 25th July it is 
Patronal Festival with St James’ Day. We are having a joint parish Sung Mass 
at 11.00am that Saturday morning followed by a Picnic in the churchyard, so 
yet more decent weather is called for! It is a pity that Hanslope’s Patronal 
Festival falls in the school Summer holidays, and Castlethorpe’s (Ss Simon & 
Jude on October 28th) is always in half-term! August sees the Church honour 
Our Lady on the Feast of the Assumption (Friday 14th at Castlethorpe at 
7.30pm) and on Sunday 16th August we have an Afternoon Cream Tea planned 
in John Sorrell’s garden in aid of our ongoing link with the Diocese of Ho and a 
Day Pilgrimage to Walsingham on Bank Holiday Monday, August 31st. 
 

With my prayers and every blessing for the Summer,             Fr Gary  
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NO COMMUNITY LUNCHES IN JULY & AUGUST 

NEXT LUNCH 17
TH

 SEPTEMBER 

St James Church, Hanslope 12.30pm 

everyone welcome for homemade soup,  

crusty bread and pudding 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2026 Teatime Treats  

 at Lincoln Court          

Mondays 2.00pm – 4.00pm 

        6th July  Dominoes 

        3rd August  Tea and cake 

        7th September Bingo 
 

Transport available on request 
More information please contact  

Ann Ellis 01908 511435 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Confirmation 2026 

Ivy Basson, Theo Basson, Ross Alexander, Elaine Basson, Dave Basson and 
Geoff Ronnie were Confirmed by Bishop Paul on June 11th, the feast of                
St Barnabas, Dave and Ross were first baptized by the Bishop also.  
 

One of last year’s candidates, Mark Basson, writes: 
As a Sponsor, this year, to two of my children for Confirmation, and also 
witnessing the Baptism of my Dad and further still the Confirmation of both my 
parents all in the same night, this was a fantastic evening for me and all of my 
family. I felt and still feel very honoured to be part of the community at St. 
James Hanslope and Ss Simon and Jude, Castlethorpe, and I am immensely 
proud that no fewer than four of my immediate family can also feel that love 
and warmth of the church. I was very overwhelmed. 
 

It is always such an honour to be in Bishop Paul’s presence and listen to him 
and Fr Gary. Elaine, David, Theo, Ivy, Sophie and I would like to extend a huge 
gratitude of thanks to all who participated in the organising and carrying out 
the Explorer Course evenings and all those who made such a splendid 
Confirmation evening possible. 
 

Dave Basson adds: 
Elaine and I found the Explorer Course very interesting and explained everything 
very well. We particularly enjoyed learning more about the parts of the church 
building as we didn’t know anything about that! Now after the Baptism and 
Confirmation I am very pleased to be part of the church and the family of 
parishioners.  I would like to thank Fr Gary for inviting us to the church,  
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and would also like to thank Sarah Murfin, and Glyn Hollinshead, for sponsoring 
us both. 
 

Elaine Basson’s Sponsor, Sarah Murfin writes: 
It was indeed a great honour and a delight, to have been asked by Elaine,  to be 
her Sponsor for her confirmation. It doesn’t seem possible that just a year ago 
I was in her shoes being confirmed by Bishop Paul! The service was 
wonderful,  as was the Bishop’s Sermon – it was as if he was speaking only to 
me, his eyes looking into my very soul and drawing me back home along my 
path to Jesus! I felt truly uplifted by the end of his sermon! Rehearsing with 
Elaine the evening before paid off! And all went very well. Prayers and Blessings 
for  all the candidates.  
 

Geoff Ronnie writes:  
It was an amazing experience from the Explorer Course, meeting great people, 
and the absolute pleasure of meeting Bishop Paul. My whole family remarked 
on how thought provoking he is. A special thank you to you, Fr Gary, for being 
an inspiration to all. 
 

Ross Alexander writes: 
This was an important event for me, following being called to Christ about 18 
months ago. I was very impressed by the commitment and effort of everyone 
in preparation of the church, the process, rehearsal and the refreshments of 
course! It was an heart-warming and meaningful night based on my intentional 
and considered decision. However, I had never envisaged beginning this 
journey here in Hanslope in a church and a community that I had never met 
before January this year. The Lord moves in mysterious ways. 
 

I am grateful and feel very supported and guided by the whole community in 
Christ. My particular thanks 
to Fr Gary, John Sorrell my 
sponsor (left), and the Bishop. 
I was touched to receive a 
personalised Confirmation 
book signed by the choir 
members enclosing some 
beautiful photos of the night. 
I didn't consider reducing the 
weight of the cakes and 
cream on offer a major 
hardship either! Deo Gratias! 
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HANSLOPE OPEN GARDENS 20
th
 JUNE 

A beautiful day with plenty of visitors, full of praise for  
our varied gardens.  

Final total was £2,000.20. Many congratulations to a great team  
of workers led by Dr John Sorrell. 

 
Relaxing afterwards – garden owners and helpers with well earned bubbly  

and special scones! 

 
23

rd
 May - 

HO Plant Stall 

the final total is £550.82 

 

     This brings the total 

amount in our HO 

account to £870.63 

        Many many thanks  to 
generous hosts, Anne and 
Alex Adams – to all the 
plant suppliers; and to 
helpers, Ross, Charlotte 

and Yvonne H.  It was a very special day. 
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One way of expressing the Trinity would be to use the words of Jesus to 
Nicodemus: For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God sent his Son into 
the world not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through 
him. The Trinity isn't the mechanics of God laid bare so preachers can re-
assemble him, but it is simply the staggering truth that God is more present to 
us than we are even to ourselves; that God is truly present to the world with 
the presence of pure love with which he loves himself.  
 

This is not a distant God managing the world like some sort of dodgy distant 
Russian tycoon running a Premier League football club. There is only the God 
who loves the world so much, that he brings the world into his own communion 
of love, his own perfect eternal friendship. Christianity stands or falls by this 
proclamation of the closeness of our God. There have been of course many 
alternatives throughout history, many alternatives to this Gospel of love. One 
would be to turn God into pure transcendence, a being with no connection or 
interest in history or the world. But Christians proclaim the Father. Not a stern 
Victorian type of parent, but the one who knows and cares even for the 
sparrows, the one portrayed in the parable of the prodigal son as rushing 
towards his child and embracing him, the one Jesus tells us is perfect. 
 

Or we could turn to a God who is something like us, our moral equal or one we 
can impress and influence by our behaviour. But we proclaim the Son who 
comes to save the world, to bear up creatures who are entirely helpless on his 
outstretched arms on the cross. There is only this God who does not spare 
himself in coming to us and so frees us from the false gods of human effort. 
Again, humans run from the God of Love by turning the world or nature or 
history itself into their god, seeing in him only the reflection of their gradual 
decay. But there is no world spirit, no 'Gaia' god, no impersonal spiritual realm 
that can save us. There is only the Holy Spirit, the one who is the personal 
searching, healing and transforming one, who even searches the depths of God. 
The doctrine of the Trinity should make us uncomfortable, of course; not 
because it is for the clever to speculate about, but because it represents a 
radical challenge to how we should be leading our day to day lives and how we 
should be reflecting the love that God has for us, to the rest of the world. If God 
really is this love who is involved with our world and who has embraced us, then 
we today are called to respond and we must in turn love this God and embrace 
all that he embraces, not reluctantly, but joyfully, as the preacher at Monday’s 
national Pilgrimage put it so thoughtfully, “Joy is the echo of God’s love in our 
lives”, this week let us, all, find ways of echoing God’s love in our lives too.  
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Coming Up  
Further details of these, and other (yet 
to be announced) events in the 
Autumn will appear in due course, but 
please put the dates in your diary for 
now! 
 
 

Saturday 5th September: COFFEE MORNING 
Monthly Coffee Morning at Hanslope 
 
 

Saturday 19th September: COFFEE MORNING 
Monthly Coffee Morning at Castlethorpe in aid of our link with the 
Diocese of Ho 
 

Sunday 20th September: HARVEST  
Harvest worship in both churches in the morning and the annual Joint 
Parish Harvest Afternoon Tea and Auction in the afternoon hosted this 
year at St James in aid of FARM-Africa 
 

Friday 2nd – Saturday 3rd October: ST JAMES OKTOBERFEST 
St James’ annual Beer Festival returns once again for 2026.  
 

Monday 26th-Thursday 29th October: WALSINGHAM FAMILY 
PILGRIMAGE 
 

Wednesday 28th October: CASTLETHORPE’S PATRONAL FESTIVAL 
The feast of Ss Simon & Jude, apostles, is the dedication of 
Castlethorpe’s Parish Church and we honour them as we gather 
together for a joint parish celebration. 
 

Saturday 31st October: CONCERT & AFTERNOON TEA 
At St James raising funds for our Link with the Diocese of Ho.  
 

Monday 2nd November: ALL SOULS’ DAY 
Annual Commemoration of our Departed friends and loved ones.  
 

Friday 13th- Sunday 15th November: WALSINGHAM BIBLE WEEKEND 
The annual Bible Weekend this year is led by Bishop Lindsay Urwin 
 

Sunday 22nd November: JOINT PARISH MASS WITH BISHOP PAUL  
at Castlethorpe for the feast of Christ the King 
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Bishop’s Regional Festival 2026 

Seven of us represented the Benefice at the annual Regional Festival on June 
13th. Last year we had been at St John’s, Coventry, and this year we ventured 
further north. We travelled by train from Wolverton, collecting Yvonne Smyth 
en route in Northampton, and from New Street to Sparkbrook in two taxis. The 
day brought together about 120 people from the Bishop’s Parishes in 
Birmingham, Coventry and Milton Keynes on the feast of St Anthony of Padua. 
 

Anne Adams writes: 
What a wonderful happy bunch we were on our day out to the Bishop’s 
Regional Festival at St Agatha’s, Sparkbrook - yet another beautiful 
church.    The Bishop was again in great form as he urged us to truly reconcile 
with one another rather than simply  ‘rubbing along’ together.  However, to 
reconcile we need to recognise what is broken. The Bishop asked us all to agree 
to take up the sacrament of confession regularly during the year.  So I need to 
book in some more slots this year! 

 



17 

 

 
Page number 

Summer Saints from the Church Calendar 
 

July 3rd   St Thomas, Apostle 
Thomas, called the “Twin, ” was one of the twelve chosen by Jesus. Noted for 
his initial disbelief in the resurrection and his subsequent proclamation of faith 
upon seeing the resurrected Christ: ”My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). An 
early tradition venerates him as the Apostle of India. 
 

July 11th  St Benedict, Abbot 
Born at Norcia (Italy) about 480; died at Monte Cassino about 547. After studies 
in Rome he became a hermit at Subiaco, where many sought his counsel, and 
then founded the monastery at Monte Cassino. Noted for his widely influential 
monastic rule, combining work and prayer, and for his charity and moderation. 
 

July 22nd  St Mary Magdalene, Apostle 
A faithful disciple of Christ, Mary ministered to his needs after having seven 
devils cast out from her. Witnessed his crucifixion, present at his burial, and was 
the first to see the risen Lord. Sent by Christ to proclaim the resurrection to the 
apostles (John 20:17-18). Noted in the East as the “Apostle to the Apostles.” 
 

July 23rd St Bridget of Sweden 
Born in Sweden about 1303; died at Rome on this day in 1373. A devoted wife 
and the mother of eight children, one of whom was also reputed a saint 
(Catherine of Sweden 1331-1381) though not canonised. After being widowed, 
Bridget founded a religious order (Bridgettines). Noted for her asceticism, her 
dedication to reform within the Church, and her lifelong mystical experience of 
Christ. Bridget of Sweden was canonised by Boniface IX in 1391. 
 

July 26th  Ss Joachim and Anne, Parents of Our Lady 
Joachim and Anne are named as Mary’s parents in a late 2nd Century tradition. 
Churches dedicated to St Anne are found in Jerusalem and Constantinople from 
the middle of the sixth century. The feast of St Anne was kept in Rome by the 
8th Century, that of St Joachim from the 15th Century. The feast honours the 
parents of the Virgin Mary and grandparents of the Lord. 
 

July 31st  St Ignatius of Loyola, Priest, Religious 
Born at Loyola (Spain) in 1491; died on this day at Rome in 1556. A Spanish 
nobleman trained in diplomacy and the use of arms, wounded in battle against 
the French. The experience of conversion while convalescing led him to write 
the Spiritual Exercises. Then founded the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and became 
its first superior general. Noted for his loyalty to the Church and its renewal, his 
ministry to the marginal, his concern for education, and his dedication “to the 
greater glory of God, ” the motto of the Jesuits. 
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Aidan was of Irish descent and was a monk of Iona. When Oswald, the exiled 
King of Northumbria who had fled for refuge to Iona, returned to his throne in 
634, he invited Aidan to come to reconvert his people. Aidan made his 
headquarters at Lindisfarne. With the aid of the king as interpreter he was very 
successful in his mission. He died in 651. 
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August 1st  St Alphonsus Ligouri, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 
Alphonsus (1696-1787) from Marianella near Naples studied law and 
practiced as a lawyer until the age of 27, when he began studying for the 
priesthood. After ordination at the age of 30 he lived his first years as a 
priest working with the homeless youth of Naples. His preaching often 
succeeded in converting people who were alienated from their faith. In 
1732 he founded the congregation of the Redemptorists, intended 
mainly to preach in the slums of cities and other poor places. Against his 
will, was made bishop of Palermo at the age of 66. He wrote many works 
on moral theology and was proclaimed a Doctor of the Church in 1871. 
He wrote the hymn “O Bread of heaven beneath this veil” . 
 

August 3rd  St Dominic, Priest, Religious 
Born at Calaruega (Spain) about 1170; died at Bologna (Italy) on 6 August 
1221. An Augustinian canon noted for prayer, penance, and an 
exemplary life. In a time of violent crusades he sought the reconciliation 
of Albigensian heretics through instruction and prayer. Established the 
Order of Preachers (Dominicans) to revitalise the Church through study, 
teaching, preaching, and prayer. Honoured as a preacher, organiser, and 
patron of learning. 
 

August 6th  The Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus 
This feast had its origin in the East in the fourth century as the 
commemoration of the dedication of the church of the Transfiguration 
on Mount Tabor. It was observed in the West from the eighth century 
and extended to the entire Western Church in the fifteenth century. The 
feast celebrates the divine radiance shining in Christ’s human flesh and 
God’s glory shining forth in the lives of Christians. 
 

August 14th  St Maximilian Kolbe 
Priest, Martyr. Born near Lódz (Poland) in 1894; died at Auschwitz on this 
day in 1941. A Conventual Franciscan priest. Used the printing press in 
Poland and in Japan to promote devotion to the Virgin Mary. Interned in 
Auschwitz in 1941, he endured hard labour and offered his life in place 
of a fellow prisoner who had a family. Condemned to death by starvation 
and finally killed by lethal injection. Noted for his energy and poverty, his 
compassionate ministry, and his self-sacrifice. 
 

August 31st  St Aidan of Lindisfarne, Abbot 
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News from Castlethorpe 
 

It was quackers! 
 

The biggest and the best yet! What an amazing day! So 
professional! Really nice to go a family event with free 
entry. Can it be held every year? These were just some of 
the comments we received at this year’s Castlethorpe Duck Race. After many 
months of planning, and a cold and wet spell (remember that?!), the event 
opened on a sunny afternoon and the crowds flooded in. As we don’t charge 
entry, we don’t know how many came but there were 2,000 cars in the car 
park, plus all those who walked from Castlethorpe and Cosgrove.   
    

Where to start? As usual, there was plenty to do, from rides, inflatables and 
games (the ever-popular welly 
wanging was joined by milk the cow!), 
stalls selling everything from dog 
accessories to stained glass items, ju 
jitsu and dog demonstrations, classic 
vehicles, The Bop Won’t Stop’s music 
and the busiest ever Fun Dog Show. Fr 
Gary and Maria had a difficult time 
trying to decide the winners of Pimp 
yer Duck where the standards were 
higher than ever. 
 

The tea tent and beer tent were 
especially popular, where the two 
beers named for the event – Quack 

Attack and Fuzzy Duck – were available. 
The ice cream vans and food vendors 
offering burgers, pizzas, churros and 
other goodies did well too.  
 

For many the highlights of the day are 
the two duck races. The three placed 
ducks in the corporate race were all local, while the winners of the main race 
included a certain Fr Gary in third place…  



20 

 
 



21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family-run bakery based 
in Hanslope, offering: 
 

Cupcakes & Celebration Cakes 
Traybakes 
Cream Teas 
Cinnamon Buns (& other flavours) 
Sausage Rolls 
Buffets for all occasions 
 

            All available to order –                                                      
           Contact us to discuss 
           your requirements! 

www.facebook.com/the.cake.tin.mk 
email: the.cake.tin.mk@gmail.com 

Tel 07467336585 
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NEWS FROM THE METHODIST CHURCH 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

5 July   Revd. Stephanie Hibberd (Holy 

Communion) 

12 July   Revd. Barbara Winner 

19 July   Ms Katy Gillam 

26 July   No service at Hanslope (see below) 

 

Sunday services are usually held at 10.30am and are always followed by 

tea and coffee.  We are a family friendly Church.   

 

SUNDAY 26 JULY 

There will not be a service at Hanslope due to the Circuit Eco-Church 

Picnic which is being held at Newton Longville Free Church following the 

10.30am service.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

SUMMER PICNIC 

Last month we invited our 

friends from Stony Stratford 

and Deanshanger churches to 

bring a picnic and enjoy 

spending time in our garden.   

 

 

 

 

HANSLOPE OPEN GARDENS 

We were delighted to welcome many visitors 

to our Garden during Hanslope Open Gardens 

on Saturday 20th June.   
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FROM REVD. KOFI TEKYI-ANSAH 

Psalm 46:1 (NIV 

UK) “Our God Is 

Our Refuge and 

Strength” 

“God is our refuge 

and strength, an 

ever-present help in trouble.”  
 

Dear Friends, Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

As we enter the month of July, I warmly invite you to join me as we 

focus on the theme Emergency Intervention. 

Life can change unexpectedly. We all experience moments when we 

need God’s immediate help. Some face illness, financial pressures, 

family difficulties, loneliness, grief, uncertainty, or challenges at work or 

school. Others carry burdens that only God knows. 

The wonderful news of the Gospel is that God is present in every 

emergency. Throughout the Bible we see Him intervening for His 

people. He opened a way through the Red Sea for Israel. He shut the 

mouths of the lions for Daniel. He walked with Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego in the fiery furnace. He released Peter from prison and raised 

Lazarus from the dead. The same God is with us today. 

Perhaps you are praying for healing, guidance, restoration, peace, or a 

breakthrough. Do not lose heart. God hears every prayer, knows every 

tear, and is able to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine. 

During July, let us commit ourselves to seeking God together through 

worship, prayer, reading His Word, and encouraging one another in 

faith. Let us also remember those in our community who need God’s 

comfort and hope, reaching out with kindness and practical love. 

Our prayer is that this month will be one in which we experience God’s 

presence in fresh ways, see prayers answered, relationships restored, 

faith renewed, and lives transformed by His grace. 
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A Prayer for July 
 

Heavenly Father,Thank You for being our refuge and strength, our ever-

present help in times of trouble. We bring before You every concern in 

our lives, our families, our church, and our community.  

Where there is sickness, bring healing. Where there is fear, bring peace. 

Where there is loss, bring comfort. Where there is uncertainty, give 

wisdom. Where doors seem closed, make a way according to Your 

perfect will.   

Strengthen our faith to trust You even when we cannot see the answer. 

Fill us afresh with Your Holy Spirit, unite us in love, and use us to bring 

hope to others. 

We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the Lord bless you, keep you, and remind you each day that He is 

never far away. Whatever challenges you face, you do not face them 

alone. 

I look forward to worshipping with you throughout this month as we 

seek God’s Emergency Intervention together. 

With every blessing,       Revd Kofi 

 
METHODIST DISTRICT ReNEW GATHERING – SUMMER 2026 
The District ReNew summer gathering will take place on Tuesday 28 July, 
10am at Melton Mowbray Methodist Church, 18 Sandy Lane,  
LE13 0AW. 
  

A joyful day of worship, Bible study & reflection with the Northampton District 
Mission Team. Rediscover hope together. 
  

ReNew is a day for anyone, whether you're a part of the Northampton District 
or further afield, who finds themselves serving in the life of the local church or 
is spiritually curious and wants to engage more. 
  

ReNew is a special place of worship, Bible study, and engaging sessions that 
will equip, resource, and ultimately... ReNew you for the journey ahead. 
So whether you're a local preacher, lay worker, steward, local pastor or 
serving in the local church (or are involved in any other lay capacity!), this day 
is for you! 
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The theme for this ReNew will 
be 'Our Story Awakened'. Rev'd 
Dr Sonia Hicks will be leading 
the Bible Study, and Matt 
Forsyth (District Mission Team 
Leader and current Vice 
President of the Methodist 
Conference) will be speaking. 
  

Book your free place here 
- ReNew July 2026 Tickets, 
Tuesday, July 28  •  10 AM - 3 
PM | Eventbrite 
 
TWIDDLEMUFFS 
We recently delivered ten Twiddlemuffs to MHA 
Westbury Grange in Newport Pagnell. These were made 

at our Knit 'n' Natter group.  
 

Twiddlemuffs are knitted or 
crocheted hand muffs 
decorated with textured items, 
e.g. beads and ribbons. They 
are designed to soothe restless 
hands, and they provide vital 
visual and tactile stimulation for 
patients with dementia, 
delirium, or learning disabilities, 
helping to reduce anxiety. 

 
MILTON KEYNES FOODBANK 

    A reminder that we have a collection box for MK Foodbank.  

Non-perishable items may be brought to the Church during 

Coffee Shop hours on Tuesdays (10.00am-12.00pm) or during 

Knit ‘n’ Natter on Thursdays (2.00pm-3.30pm). 

 

 

 

TUESDAY MORNING COFFEE SHOP 10.00am - 12.00pm 
Pop in for a cuppa and a chat. 

Meet up with old friends and make some new friends. 
We’d love to welcome you to our bright and airy Tea Room…. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/renew-july-2026-tickets-1988922704349?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=55411843&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVsASG0LVMdo_53Mylm5raOMCpcwjDq795zowfDj_hEpJB8DBChGlYg5Q0ZeHyucgtnjNDuD32BaTVnN9lnkroEXKGSXcrVha39OHEy9LDTB0b9mnFhqRVQB-qf-FQqYBsBkVwfNwbJR7GEWeTI5OZE43GqQTZ3Os8RnVHso0ycv9haG7NH87PA-GyAGhT3g5Hqg-6dkwQtyYCRjywikY8y9u6KpNzp6-z8YdDbudXTHUEj1Jf3-wmNuUImLFjS0SRh9XARNP3RHh5MFASNcjCHELAzgWw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/renew-july-2026-tickets-1988922704349?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=55411843&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVsASG0LVMdo_53Mylm5raOMCpcwjDq795zowfDj_hEpJB8DBChGlYg5Q0ZeHyucgtnjNDuD32BaTVnN9lnkroEXKGSXcrVha39OHEy9LDTB0b9mnFhqRVQB-qf-FQqYBsBkVwfNwbJR7GEWeTI5OZE43GqQTZ3Os8RnVHso0ycv9haG7NH87PA-GyAGhT3g5Hqg-6dkwQtyYCRjywikY8y9u6KpNzp6-z8YdDbudXTHUEj1Jf3-wmNuUImLFjS0SRh9XARNP3RHh5MFASNcjCHELAzgWw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/renew-july-2026-tickets-1988922704349?aff=odeccpebemailcampaigns&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_medium=ebcampaigns&utm_campaign=55411843&utm_term=ctabutton&mipa=ABIdvVsASG0LVMdo_53Mylm5raOMCpcwjDq795zowfDj_hEpJB8DBChGlYg5Q0ZeHyucgtnjNDuD32BaTVnN9lnkroEXKGSXcrVha39OHEy9LDTB0b9mnFhqRVQB-qf-FQqYBsBkVwfNwbJR7GEWeTI5OZE43GqQTZ3Os8RnVHso0ycv9haG7NH87PA-GyAGhT3g5Hqg-6dkwQtyYCRjywikY8y9u6KpNzp6-z8YdDbudXTHUEj1Jf3-wmNuUImLFjS0SRh9XARNP3RHh5MFASNcjCHELAzgWw
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From the Registers 

In Remembrance 

9th June 2026 Funeral at St. James the Great followed by 
Burial in the Churchyard 

Diane Parsons (Known as Sally) 
Died 20th May 2026 aged 83 years 

 

30th June 2026 Funeral at the Oak Chapel, Crownhill Crematorium 
followed by burial in the Churchyard of Ss Simon & Jude 

Nuala Stanesby 
Died 26th May 2026 aged 67 years 

 
 

Baptism & Confirmation 

11th June 2026 at St. James the Great 
David Albert Basson 

Ross Alexander 
 

Confirmation 

11th June 2026 at St. James the Great 
Elaine Basson 

Ivy Olivia Basson 
Theo Desmond Basson 

Geoffrey Ronnie 
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People Who Care 

I'm a Castlethorpe/country girl born and bred. 
My parents, grandparents and all my ancestors 
were regular worshippers. Faith was a very 
strong part of their lives as was  their 
involvement with both churches and the 
Methodist church also. 
As a young girl I  joined Castlethorpe church 
choir alongside Dad, uncles and cousins and 
even at young age I became aware of my faith 
and how important this was in my life.  
I came from a very caring family and I know this was a big influence 
regarding my future nursing career that I began aged 17 years. Maybe it 
was in my genes as I only discovered a few years ago that my Great 
Grandmother Francesca Willingham from Hanslope, was a very well 
respected, active member of the village and church community. She 
became a founder member of the local District Nursing Association 
way  back in the early 1900s, well before the formation of the NHS! So I 
think I was destined with what turned out to be a 40 year nursing career 
with 30 of those as a District Nurse...Great Granny would be  very 
pleased, I’m sure!  
As an only child I could keep myself amused for hours but especially 
setting up a garden A/E ..trying to help injured butterflies to fly again or 
trying (unsuccessfully) to revive moribund featherless baby chicks 
who'd fallen from nests!!  I was so keen to become a nurse that at my 
interview I was totally and innocently unaware that I would actually 
receive a salary. At the beginning of  my training on my days off I would 
volunteer to help out for an hour or two on the ward I'd been allocated 
to. I know this is a cliche but I really didn't regard nursing as a job. It was 
very hard  demanding work both physically and  psychologically but the 
returns you received in terms  of caring for people at the most difficult 
and vulnerable times of their lives even with just a smile or a thank you 
was priceless. 
Once, a patient requested a song to be played for me on the hospital 
radio. I'd been  performing  a fairly unpleasant procedure on him three 
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days running  in preparation for  his surgery and although I didn't 
manage to hear it he told me it was "Nobody Does It Better" by Carly 
Simon. I've never forgotten that even over 50 years later.  
As a District Nurse as well as caring for patients, forming a relationship 
to support their families became very important and rewarding.  
The most privileged part of District Nursing was providing palliative and 
end of life care for those in their own homes surrounded by their 
families with all the necessary equipment, medication and support. 
Going off duty knowing that you'd done your best to provide the care 
that would control symptoms, comfort and aid them towards a calm 
and peaceful end of life is a feeling that is above satisfying and very 
special.  
Just before I retired my husband had a near fatal brain haemorrhage so I 
became his carer during his slow, long recovery. I also supported Mum 
whose mobility was now failing. [Pam Homer of Castlethorpe. This meant 

almost daily drives from Northampton where Yvonne lives - Ed]. This lasted 
for nearly 20 years. I will admit  that sometimes I did resent taking on a 
different caring role at the end of my career and I still have guilt for 
those feelings but that was  just selfish. Of course, I did everything I 
could to care and support the two people I loved dearly and had cared 
for me in many ways throughout my life. 
Having lost both Mum and Kevin in the past two years it has been very 
hard to adjust to and still is at times. I sometimes feel I've lost my role 
in life, having been a carer professionally and personally for so long. 
But now I've been told by family and  friends that it’s time to care for 
myself. My faith has been a great support to me since their passing and 
that has been extremely welcome.  
If my life, as some may observe, was already mapped out for me, then I 
certainly can't complain. I  think to care, in whatever form , is at the 
heart of humanity and maybe one of greatest gifts that we can possess.  
 
On 19th June Yvonne flew up into the  skies on a wing walk to raise 

money in memory of her baby brother Kevin John Homer (born 

sleeping) who would have been 65years old this year.  
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Yvonne flew with The 
Wing-Walk Company, the 
aircraft was a Boeing 
Stearman built in 1942. 
She says “The wonderful  
flight took 10 minutes 
and the experience was 
unforgettable...it was the 
closest to being a bird in 
flight on an absolutely 
perfect sunny very warm 
day.” 
 So far Yvonne has raised 

£2035.90. 
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Daily Bible Reading Scheme July & August 
 

Week 14 – Mon 6th Hosea 2:16, 17c-18, 21-22 Matt 9:18-26 

Week 14 - Tues Hos 8:4-7, 11-13 Matt 9:32-38 

Week 14 - Wed Hos 10:1-3, 7-8, 12 Matt 10:1-7 

Week 14 - Thurs Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9 Matt 10:7-15 

Week 14 - Fri Hos 14:2-10 Matt 10:16-23 

Week 14 - Sat Isaiah 6:1-8 Matt 10:24-33 

Week 15 – Mon 13th  Isa 1:10-17 Matt 10:34—11:1 

Week 15 - Tues Isa 7:1-9 Matt 11:20-24 

Week 15 - Wed Isa 10:5-7, 13b-16 Matt 11:25-27 

Week 15 - Thurs Isa 26:7-9, 12, 16-19 Matt 11:28-30 

Week 15 - Fri Isa 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 Matt 12:1-8 

Week 15 - Sat Micah 2:1-5 Matt 12:14-21 

Week 16 – Mon 20th  Mic 6:1-4, 6-8 Matt 12:38-42 

Week 16 - Tues Mic 7:14-15, 18-22 Matt 12:46-50 

Week 16 – Wed 22nd  
St Mary Magdalene 

Jeremiah 1:1, 4-10 Matt 13:1-9 

Week 16 - Thurs Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13 Matt 13:10-17 

Week 16 - Fri Jer 3:14-17 Matt 13:18-23 

Week 16 - Sat Jer 7:1-11 Matt 13:24-30 

Week 17 – Mon 27th  Jer 13:1-11 Matt 13:31-35 

Week 17 - Tues Jer 14:17-22 Matt 13:36-43 

Week 17 - Wed Jer 15:10, 16-21 Matt 13:44-46 

Week 17 - Thurs Jer 18:1-6 Matt 13:47-53 

Week 17 - Fri Jer 26:1-9 Matt 13:54-58 

Week 17 - Sat Jer 26:11-16, 24 Matt 14:1-12 

Week 18 – Mon 3rd  Jer 28:1-17 Matt 14:22-36 

Week 18 - Tues Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22 Matt 15:1-2, 10-14 

Week 18 - Wed Jer 31:1-7 Matt 15:21-28 

Week 18 – Thurs 6th 
Transfiguration 

Jer 31:31-34 Matt 16:13-23 
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Week 18 - Fri Nahum 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7 Matt 16:24-28 

Week 18 - Sat Habakkuk 1:12—2:4 Matt 17:14-22 

Week 19 – Mon 10th  
St Lawrence 

Ezekiel 1:2-5, 24-28c Matt 17:22-27 

Week 19 - Tues Ezek 2:8—3:4 
Matt 18:1-5, 10, 12-
14 

Week 19 - Wed Ezek 9:1-7; 10:18-22 Matt 18:15-22 

Week 19 - Thurs Ezek 12:1-12 Matt 18:21—19:1 

Week 19 - Fri 
Ezek 16:1-15, 60, 
63 or 16:59-63 

Matt 19:3-12 

Week 19 – Sat 
The Assumption 

Ezek 18:1-10, 13b, 30-32 Matt 19:13-15 

Week 20 – Mon 17th  Ezek 24:15-23 Matt 19:16-22 

Week 20 - Tues Ezek 28:1-10 Matt 19:23-30 

Week 20 - Wed Ezek 34:1-11 Matt 20:1-16 

Week 20 - Thurs Ezek 36:23-28 Matt 22:1-14 

Week 20 - Fri Ezek 37:1-14 Matt 22:34-40 

Week 20 - Sat Ezek 43:1-7ab Matt 23:1-12 

Week 21 – Mon 24th  
St Bartholomew 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-5, 11-12 Matt 23:13-22 

Week 21 - Tues 2 Thess 2:1-3a, 14-17 Matt 23:23-26 

Week 21 - Wed 2 Thess 3:6-10, 16-18 Matt 23:27-32 

Week 21 - Thurs 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 Matt 24:42-51 

Week 21 - Fri 1 Cor 1:17-25 Matt 25:1-13 

Week 21 – Sat 
Beheading of St John 
the Baptist 

1 Cor 1:26-31 Matt 25:14-30 

Week 22 – Mon 31st  1 Cor 2:1-5 Luke 4:16-30 

Week 22 - Tues 1 Cor 2:10b-16 Luke 4:31-37 

Week 22 - Wed 1 Cor 3:1-9 Luke 4:38-44 

Week 22 - Thurs 1 Cor 3:18-23 Luke 5:1-11 

Week 22 - Fri 1 Cor 4:1-5 Luke 5:33-39 

Week 22 - Sat 1 Cor 4:6b-15 Luke 6:1-5 
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